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Dear dedicated donors, loving host families,
indispensable volunteers, beneficiaries and valued
members of our team, we are delighted to present our
brand new newsletter! With a fresh and informative new
format, this edition aims to keep you up to date with the
latest news, feature your testimonials and follow the
progress of our guide dogs in training.  We'll also keep
you informed of upcoming events. Stay tuned, because
together we continue to change lives thanks to our
precious four-legged companions. 
It is thanks to your donations and the commitment of
our volunteers that we can make a difference to the lives
of our beneficiaries. THANK YOU from the bottom of
our hearts for your support, without you our mission
would be impossible!

https://www.facebook.com/scaledogs.be/?locale=fr_FR
https://www.instagram.com/scaledogs/
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Lire plus

 

By Olivier Erkelbout
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Introduction

Dear Readers,

5 months ago, I had the privilege of joining the Scale
Dogs team as Director. Since then, my journey within
the association has been rich in emotions and
discoveries. I began by meeting and accompanying
our talented trainers in the field during the various
puppy classes they organise. I also met some of our
precious beneficiaries to fully grasp the concrete
impact of our action.
Over the weeks, I had the pleasure of getting to
know other committed associations, who gave me a
warm and inspiring welcome. I quickly got to the
heart of Scale Dogs' priorities: finding funding to
ensure our long-term survival, thinking about the
future of our non-profit organisation, and promoting
our work to the general public and the business
world.

My journey through our association enabled me to
discover strong and inspiring values, supported by
our dedicated volunteers, without whom nothing
would be possible. I also had the pleasure of meeting
our invaluable private partners, as well as other key
players who contribute to the success of our
projects, such as our host families. I am honoured to
be part of this wonderful adventure, and I look
forward to sharing with you the next steps in our
common mission. Together, let's continue to make a
difference and support our four-legged friends with
all the love and commitment that characterise us,
because it is also thanks to them that the lives of our
beneficiaries are transformed.

Olivier

https://www.facebook.com/scaledogs.be/
https://www.instagram.com/scaledogs/
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Our new puppies

 Welcome to our new "X" Puppies
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On behalf of the entire team at our association, we would like to express our deep gratitude for your generosity
and continued support. Thanks to your invaluable contribution, we have been able to welcome 9 new puppies,
known as the "X" year. They will be trained to become future guide dogs or assistance dogs for children or
young adults with autism. Many thanks to Antonia, Patrick, Sophie, Véronique, Julie, Virginie, Vinciane, Griet
and Katy with their X puppies and the many other host families, without whom it would be impossible to carry
out this magnificent project. If you would like to become a host family, or if you know someone who would,
please contact us by filling in the "Register as a host family" form, which you can find on our website.
https://scaledogs.be/en/guide-dogs/from-puppy-to-guide-dog/the-puppy-with-the-puppy-walker/apply-
as-a-puppy-walker/

.

Xeyla and Antonia Xhappy and Patrick Xena and Sophie Xao and Véronique

Xen and Julie Xemo and Virginie Xailo and Vinciane Xtra and Griet

Xoro and Katy

https://www.facebook.com/scaledogs.be/
https://www.instagram.com/scaledogs/
https://scaledogs.be/en/guide-dogs/from-puppy-to-guide-dog/the-puppy-with-the-puppy-walker/apply-as-a-puppy-walker/
https://scaledogs.be/en/guide-dogs/from-puppy-to-guide-dog/the-puppy-with-the-puppy-walker/apply-as-a-puppy-walker/
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Testimonials: Host Family

About twelve years ago, a neighbour told me about Scale
Dogs - my life was too busy at the time, but the idea
stuck. Almost 4 years ago I took the plunge and since
then my pleasure has only increased! 
We started out as a holiday family and then a host
family. At the beginning of last year, Vinny came to live
with us, tall, handsome, sensitive and talkative (yes, I
may be a bit biased!). Little Xeyla joined us at the end of
May, a mini look alike of Vinny, adorable, curious and
full of life! 😊
Each dog, whether on a short or long stay, has become
part of our family and we've had the pleasure of sharing
a period of its development. Welcoming a dog means
giving it love, ensuring its well-being and giving  basic
training, while showing it a whole host of different
situations to prepare it for its guide dog training.

.

Every outing is a little adventure that we enjoy together,
and the dogs make us smile all day long!  
I especially like the fact that we never feel alone,
because the Scale Dogs team is always close if we have
any questions or problems, and the support structure is
exceptional. I really enjoy taking part in the puppy
classes. Each class presents a different situation and
new discoveries. Not only does the dog learn, but I learn
just as much as well, which is essential for making a
good team. 
Being a host family isn't just about raising a puppy, it's
also about meeting new people, making new friends and
the pleasure of interacting with the amazing Scale Dogs
team. 

Antonia.

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS

https://www.facebook.com/scaledogs.be/
https://www.instagram.com/scaledogs/


Testimonials: Volunteer

Not only a host family, but also a volunteer!
Becoming a host family for guide dogs has completely
transformed my life. It all started when my husband
promised me a dog if I got my driving licence. Inspired
by an article about hosting guide dogs in training, I
contacted Scale Dogs and welcomed Fidji, a chocolate
labrador. As he moved on, watching Fidji become the
indispensable companion of Luc, a blind man, I
discovered the incredible impact of guide dogs. Since
then, being a host for guide dogs for short and long
periods has enriched my life, giving me unique
experiences and inspiring encounters. Despite the
sometimes heartbreaking goodbyes, the joy of seeing
these dogs change lives is incomparable. Today, as a
host family for Voody, I continue to participate
passionately in this wonderful project that gives
profound meaning to my life. In addition to Voody, we
adopted Ringo a few years ago.

 

Ringo is a dog who went through all the training to
become a guide dog, but who was finally reformed and
became a demonstration dog. Accompanied by Chantal
and her demonstration dog Taïlou, we go into schools to
raise awareness of visual impairment by giving
demonstrations. 
Together with our team of volunteers, we also organise a
range of activities throughout the year, for example the
walk in the Meerdaalwoud or taking part in a fundraising
event at the National Bank of Belgium. 
Being a volunteer means committing myself freely, on my
own time, to carry out actions for the benefit of Scale
Dogs.  Fortunately, I'm not alone, thanks to Chantal(s),
Antonia, Susan, Griet and many others, we form a team
in support of this good cause for Scale Dogs. Don't
hesitate to give a little of your time to Scale Dogs, we
would love to welcome you at info@scaledogs.be  !
 
Linda.
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Testimonials: Ingrid a beneficiary

On 15 January this year, something extraordinary
happened in my life: I welcomed a new companion, 
Ubi. This guide dog is much more than just a pet, he's a
devoted partner who enthusiastically accompanies me
in all my daily activities. Whether I'm travelling on foot,
by train, by tram or by bus, Ubi is always there to look
after my safety and well-being.
Thanks to Ubi, I now feel safe, independent and free to
move around. His attentive presence and exceptional
skills enable me to navigate my environment with
complete confidence, without fear of bumping into
anything. Every day spent with my first guide dog is a
source of happiness and gratitude.

Ingrid and Ubi are already inseparable !

I'm overwhelmed by the closeness between us and the
mutual trust that has been built up. Ubi is not just a guide
dog, he's also a loyal friend and an invaluable support in
my daily life. His loving, caring presence brightens my
days and reminds me how precious it is to have such a
companion by my side.
I'm infinitely grateful to Scale dogs and the whole team
for allowing me to meet Ubi, this wonderful guide dog
has changed my life. His radiant presence and unfailing
devotion make him a real treasure, and I can't express
how happy and fulfilled I've been since he came into my
life.

Ingrid.
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Testimonials :
The "Brussels Bruocsella" Lions Club

Le Lions is an international voluntary service club
founded on 7 June 1917. It is the largest and most
important NGO, philanthropic, charitable and
organisation of humanitarian clubs in the world. Its
1,450,000 members have been dubbed the "Knights
of the Blind". 
The aim of its founder was to offer a new vision, a
better future to people who are blind and/or losing
their sight. As our founder Melvin Jones so aptly put
it, "You can't get very far in life if you don't first start
doing something for someone else".
Our Lions Club "Brussels Bruocsella", true to the
motto WE SERVE, defends various causes that are
close to its heart

LE LIONS CLUB « BRUSSELS BRUOCSELLA » AND SCALE DOGS

 We are very aware that, once trained, these dogs not
only protect people when they're out and about, but
also become a lifelong companion and friend over time!
Why Scale Dogs in particular? Because Scale Dogs is a
small charity in great need of funding to bring its project
to fruition. It's a friendly team who are fully committed
to training the dogs they respect and hold dear to their
hearts. We're happy to get together to create activities
for this good cause, and if you'd like to join us, we'd be
delighted to welcome you. The more we are, the more
we can build, collect and serve.
The Lions motto is "WE SERVE".

Christine De Belder, President
https://lionsbruocsella.be 

Who we are and why we help Scale Dogs :

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
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3 Magnificent Duos !!

Current Placements

We are delighted to announce an exciting new step in
our mission: the start of the handover of our guide
dogs. This event marks a crucial moment for three
visually impaired people who will form a pair with their
guide dog.
These placements, carefully prepared and supervised by
our instructors, are an intense and rewarding period
lasting a total of 3 months, during which each
beneficiary learns to work in harmony with their guide
dog. Together they will discover how to navigate safely
in a variety of environments, build mutual trust and
establish effective communication.
We are delighted to introduce you to three new
partners:

UDJI AND ANNICK: Together, they will explore new
horizons and gain in independence.
VITO AND SEVERINE: Their budding complicity is
already palpable and bodes well for future adventures.
VEDI AND GUDRUN: A dynamic team ready to take on
any challenge.

These placements are the fruit of many months of
training and preparation, and we are extremely proud of
the work accomplished by our instructors and our dogs. 
Each pairing represents another step towards autonomy
and freedom for our beneficiaries.
We would like to extend our warmest thanks to all our
donors, volunteers and partners for their unwavering
support. Without you, none of this would be possible.
Your generosity and commitment make a real difference
to the lives of visually impaired people.
Stay tuned as we follow the progress of our new pairs
and learn more about their inspiring journeys. We'll
keep you updated on the next steps and successes of
these incredible duos.

Udji and Annick Vito and Severine Vedi and Gudrun

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
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The Events 

THE THANK YOU DAY
Scale Dogs took part in the MERCI event held from 28 to 31 May at the
Botanical Gardens in Meise. It was a fantastic opportunity to extend a warm
welcome to our volunteers, donors and interested testators. Thank you to
everyone for their support. Scale Dogs was not alone at this event, in fact no
less than 82 associations were also present, more than 2,500 guests and 8
assistance dogs, including 3 from Scale Dogs.

                  
In 2023 Scale Dogs welcomed 23 dogs, 4 dogs were placed as guide dogs with
beneficiaries, but there were also 3 dogs placed as Buddy Dogs or autism dogs
with children, 3 dogs who will complete their training and be placed in 2024, 4
dogs who will begin their training in 2024, 3 dogs declared fit to become guide
dogs and will also be placed in 2024. 6 dogs were permanently retired.
Congratulations to Sofie and her team Annick, Jessica, Marie and Shona for this
magnificent work!

            
In June, the Scale Dogs team of instructors took part
in a training course for assistance dogs organised by
ADI (Assistance Dogs International) and two other
Belgian associations. It was an opportunity to meet
74 participants from 4 different continents, including
14 instructors.
The idea was to provide training through workshops
and to share methods that can be quite different
from one association to another and, particularly,
from one country to another. 
English was the order of the day, with around a
hundred participants from Canada, Japan, China,
Taiwan and the United States. All the participants
described the event as exceptional.

2023 JUST A FEW FIGURES!

INTERNATIONAL TRAINING

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
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The Events 

Our volunteers, who never shy away from a task, went to the Lycée Mater Dei in Woluwe-Saint-Pierre
on 5th June to run a workshop for pupils in their 5th and 6th year humanities who had written their
end-of-year project on blindness. This was an opportunity to teach them how to walk with a white cane
and then to take them for a walk with Taïlou, our demonstration guide dog. On 11 June, the same
volunteers visited the 2nd and 5th Primary classes at the Centre school in Uccle. The visit followed on
from work by the 5th Primary pupils on Hélène Keller, a famous American lecturer and writer who left
her mark on the first half of the 20th century through her political and feminist struggles, despite
having been deaf, blind and mute since early childhood. The students had also organised a piggybank
collection in aid of Scale Dogs. Many thanks to everyone!

Scale Dogs took part in the first Disability Awareness Fair organised
by the Jodoigne local authority on 19th June. Linda and Ringo were
there, both accompanied by Karine and Wilson, and it was a great
opportunity to meet future host families and perhaps a future
beneficiary. Thank you to them both and their companions.

On Sunday 23th June, the volunteers organised a walk in the
Meerdaalwoud in aid of Scale Dogs. Fortunately, after weeks of waiting
for good weather, the Sunday was beautifully sunny and warm! We had
over fifty participants, with or without their pooches! Thank you to
everyone who took part and to our volunteers, without whom this walk
would never have taken place!

SCALE DOGS IN JODOIGNE

         MEERDAALWOUD

SCALE DOGS AT SCHOOL
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https://www.facebook.com/scaledogs.be/
https://www.instagram.com/scaledogs/


The Events

Scale Dogs took part in the Lasnimal Day on 14 April. This day is
organised by the "Animal Welfare" unit of the municipality of Lasne. It
was an opportunity for our volunteers to meet pet owners. They also
took the opportunity to raise awareness of some of the obstacles
encountered by guide dogs on pavements! Chantal and Linda, both
accompanied by Taïlou and Ringo, gave demonstrations.

SCALE DOGS IN LASNE

We are delighted to share the resounding success of our participation in the
Footfest organised by the European School. Thanks to the enthusiasm and
generosity of all the participants, we managed to raise the impressive sum of
€1,900 for our association.
The event was a fantastic opportunity to raise public awareness to our cause and
highlight the extraordinary work of our guide dogs. The funds raised will enable
us to continue to train and place these indispensable companions with visually
impaired people, thereby improving their independence and quality of life. We
would like to express our deepest gratitude to the European School for its warm
welcome, and to all the volunteers, participants and donors who helped make
this Footfest such a success. Your support is essential to us and motivates us to
pursue our mission with even greater determination.

SCALE DOGS AT THE EUROPEAN SCHOOL

SCALE DOGS AT THE GARDEN PARTY
Thanks to the BBCA (Brussels British Community
Association) and in collaboration with Stonemanor
we were invited to their Garden Party on 8 June .
We thank them warmly for their welcome and
support to Scale Dogs.  We were there in force
with our volunteers Chantal, Linda and Susan.
Taïlou and Ringo took the opportunity to do some
demos. Lucie, Carine and Olivier were also
present.
Thank you so much for your generosity and
commitment.

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
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Some Cool Publications ! 

BANQUE NATIONALE
BELGE
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THANK YOU !

MAKE A DONATION
SCANNEZ-ME

Thank you to the NATIONAL LOTTERY AND
ITS PLAYERS
A partner for many years, the National Lottery is
supporting us again in 2024!
We would like to express our deep gratitude for their
unwavering support over the years. Thanks to the
National Lottery players, we have been able to continue
and extend our mission of training and placing guide
dogs and assistance dogs with visually impaired
beneficiaries, as well as children with autism and severe
disabilities. The National Lottery's contribution has had a
significant impact on the lives of many people. 
https://www.loterie-nationale.be/bien-plus-que-
jouer/bonnes-causes.
#bienplusquejouer

Thank you to all our volunteers
Thank you to all our volunteers for their actions and
various forms of help. All these contributions are a great
help to us.
Thank you to Chantal, Linda, Lucie, Antonia, Susan and
the other volunteers. Thank you to Ringo and Taïlou,
our two demonstration dogs, without whom it would be
impossible for us to make many presentations to
schools, institutions, etc. to raise awareness of
assistance dogs among adults and many young people. 

Thank you to our generous donors

We would also like to thank everyone who has made a
donation to us. These enable us to continue our
assistance dog training activities. Together we can
make a difference. Thank you very much. From July
you will be able to make a donation via our new QR-
Code on our website.
https://scaledogs.be/en/about-us/help-us-to-
help/donate/

Thank you to our host families
You provide our puppies and young dogs with a loving
and stable environment, essential to their development
and training. Without your support, it would simply be
impossible for us to carry out our mission.
Your role is crucial. You are the first to teach these
dogs the basics of socialisation with the help of our
instructors. We know it's not always easy. Opening
your heart and your home, then saying goodbye to
these dogs when they are ready to continue their
training, requires incredible strength and generosity.
Your contribution does not go unnoticed and we would
like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
everything you do.

Thank you to the instructors
Thanks to your skills, patience and passion, our
mission to train guide and assistance dogs is becoming
a reality. You play a crucial role in transforming these
dogs into indispensable companions for our
beneficiaries.
Your commitment makes an invaluable difference to
the lives of many people. Thank you for everything you
do. Sofie, Marie, Annick, Jessica and Shona!
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THANK YOU !

Thank you to the generous donors of the National
Bank of Belgium:

Dear friends and supporters of Scale Dogs,

We are delighted to share with you an exceptional experience we
recently had. At the initiative of Marianne Vander Eecken, our
association, Scale Dogs, was honoured to be invited by the
National Bank to present our mission and our work within their
establishment. The event was a valuable opportunity to raise
awareness of our commitment to training guide and assistance
dogs among National Bank staff.
We would like to express our deep gratitude to the staff and the
National Bank for their exceptional generosity. In fact, the
donations collected at this event were doubled by the National
Bank itself, which represents considerable financial support for
our association.

Thank you to the the Brussels Womans (Club BWC)

Our heartfelt thanks go to the Brussels Womans Club (BWC), an organisation that offers a wide
range of activities for English-speaking women. 
Each year, BWC members choose two charities (one in Belgium and one in a developing country).
Throughout the year, the association organises activities to raise funds to support the 2 charities.
This year Scale Dogs has been chosen along with Mbedza, Malawi. Mbedza supports the Songani
Hope and Wellness Centre, which is an HIV centre but also supports the well-being of the local
population, with education projects and health care for women. 
Our warmest appreciation go to the BWC for all their efforts.

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
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Help us to help 

How you can help!
 
There are several ways you can help us: 
Volunteer committee: the Scale Dogs volunteer committee helps us to organise various activities in aid of Scale
Dogs. If you'd like to get involved, even for a one-off activity, don't hesitate to contact us: info@scaledogs.be

Make a donation to Scale Dogs  :
You can make a donation to our IBAN account: BE37 0012 6238 0228 or a standing order. Donations of €40 or
more per year are tax-deductible and a tax certificate will be sent to you at the beginning of the following year.
What can we do with your donation?
- 100 €: enables the purchase of collars, leads, identification jackets, etc. for a puppy
- 250: to buy basic equipment for a puppy (bowls, basket, bench)
- 750: represents average veterinary costs for a puppy during its 1st year of life
- 1,850: average price for the purchase of a puppy 
- +/- €43,500: average cost of training a guide dog or autism dog
From July, you will be able to make a donation using the QR codes that will be available on our website. 
https://scaledogs.be/en/about-us/help-us-to-help/donate/

Through sponsorship and partnership
As a company you can enter into a partnership with Scale Dogs to partially or fully finance the training of a guide
dog. If you are looking for a sponsorship project with a social character, think of Scale Dogs and do not hesitate to
contact us so that we can discuss this together.
By organising an event
You can support Scale Dogs by asking your friends and acquaintances, through your circle of friends or within your
company, to contribute to a collection in aid of Scale Dogs.
Would you like more information? Give us a call: Tel: 02-660 77 56 - Mobile: 0473-30 24 27 or send us an e-mail:
info@scaledogs.be . We will be delighted to tell you more about our association and discuss with you how you can
best help us. 
 
Thank you for your generosity!

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS

MAKE A DONATION
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Help us to help
 

By including Scale Dogs in your Will / Duo Legacy
Wills in favour of a good cause benefit from the tax deduction scheme. This makes it possible to leave more to
your loved ones while supporting Scale Dogs. Your solicitor can give you all the information you need on how to
proceed. With a duo bequest, you can leave part of your estate to a good cause and the other part to your family
or friends. The beneficiary organisation pays all inheritance tax, which often gives the other heirs a tax advantage.
However, this tax advantage no longer applies in Flanders. In Wallonia and Brussels, the duo bequest continues to
exist.
Since July 2021, in Flanders, the tax regulations relating to duo bequests have been amended and, as a result,
duo bequests no longer offer any tax advantage. If you have drawn up a will including a duo bequest, please
contact your notary to amend your will!
If you would like to receive our brochure on legacies, please let us know by sending an e-mail to:
info@scaledogs.be . We will send it to you by post or e-mail.
You can also contact our legal advisor free of charge, who will be able to give you all the information you need
about legacies. 
https://www.testament.be/fr/Bonnes-causes/D%C3%A9tail/Id/1114/Scale-Dogs

A legacy without the Duo-Legs :
Each nephew receives a gross legacy of 250,000€.
Inheritance tax on each nephew's legacy:
0 to 50,000€: 35% to 17,500€
50,000€ to 100,000€: 50% to 25,000€
100,000€ to 175,000€: 60% to 45,000€
175,000€ to 250,000€: 70% to 52,500€
Total inheritance tax on the legacy to each nephew : 
17.500€ + 25.000€ + 45.000€+ 52.500€ = 140.000€.
Total inheritance tax: €140,000 x 2 = 280,000€.
Net legacy to each nephew: 250,000€ - 140,000€ =
110,000€.
No good cause involved.

With a 50-50 joint legacy:
Scale Dogs receives a gross legacy of 250,000€.
Each nephew receives a net legacy of
125,000€.
Inheritance tax on Scale Dogs' legacy:
250,000€ x 7% = 17,500€.
Inheritance tax on each nephew's legacy:
30€ to 50,000€: 35% to 17,500€
50,000€ to 100,000€: 50% to 25,000€
100,000€ to 125,000€: 60% to 15,000€
Total inheritance tax on the legacy to each
nephew: 17,500€ + 25,000€ + 15,000€ =
57,500€.
Total inheritance tax: 17,500€ + (57,500€ x 2)
= 132,500€ paid by Scale Dogs
Net legacy to each nephew: 125,000€ VS
110,000€ (san Duo-Legs)
Net legacy to Scale Dogs: 250,000€ - 132,500€
= 117,500€.

You can find below an example of a Duo-Legs for Mme Monique who has no children and
want to make a legs to her two nephews. 
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Mark your calendars

Thursday 3rd October: the Brussels Womens Club (BWC) is organising
a second Scale Dogs Tea and Talk (in English) from 2pm to 4pm.
Address: 509 rue au Bois, 1150 Woluwe St Pierre. Registration details
will follow. 

Saturday 3rd August: Just Woofing in Steenokkerzeel , Scale Dogs will be
present and will have a stand with guide dogs demonstrations, we look
forward to seeing you there!
address : Perksesteenweg 39 - 1820 Steenokkerzeel 
from 10am to 5.30pm

On Sunday 22nd September at the Chateau d'Hélécine, Scale Dogs will be
present at Toutou's Day, where we will have a stand from 9am to 6pm, and
will be organising a number of guide dog demonstrations throughout the day.
We are calling for volunteers to help us. If you are interested, please contact
linda.stichelmeyer@gmail.com
address: Château d'Hélécine 2 Rue Armand Dewolf 1357 Hélécine

Saturday 19 October: Cheese and Wine. Make a note of this date in
your diary, we look forward to seeing many of you there. More details
to follow.
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The protection and respect of your personal data is essential to SCALE DOGS ASBL.  You will find our Privacy Policy on our website:
https://scaledogs.be/en/declaration-of-privacy/

Scale Dogs vzw
Offices : Brusselsesteenweg 187 - 1560 Hoeilaart

Corporate Headquarters:  Kerkstraat 64 – 1150 Brussel 
Tel.: +32-(0) 473 30 24 27 – E-mail: info@scaledogs.be – www.scaledogs.be

BTW:  BE 0442 303 964 -  RPR Brussel
©2024 Scale Dogs vzw
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